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1 .mAlmmatv%w:gg GRAVE SUBJEGCTS—THE BIG CHIEF ON
- UMP) "PLAYERS NOT QUITE IN ACCORD WITH EF-
 * .FECTUAL SYSTEMS IN VOGUE OF DISCIPLINING
AT ¥Ne P UNRULY PUAYERS, .

e Sedl 00 By Dave Wyatt.. : :

- The following ‘extract is from an interview with the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the western circuit of the proposed Negro National
b B i—th&geming season—will, perh¥ps, mark an epoch in the govern-

Al

T e A i er In"preserving the utmoet. good order on the ball
field. | am a strict disciplinarian, but far from a martinet. “The onfy person
who can preserve order on a ball field is the umpire, and In matters of dis-
cretion and judgment, where hs Is not specifically guided by rul#, he should
be supreme, | do not wish to be understdod as meaning that an umpire
{should be a law gnto himsel; that his manner should be dictatorial, his
attitude arrogant and his ehtire demeanor ‘evince a self-satisfied air that
would ' brook no argument or intercession. Right the cont . ) think an
umpire should be pacific but firm, positive but polite, quic ‘but unshowy,
strict but re
the umpire at fauit. “A mild answer turneth away wrath.” [n my judoment,
many a scene on the diamond could be prevented by a little 3
. DISCRETION AND DELIBERATION

will-prevail in the handiing of that all important sub-

‘manner. One of._iar.prlncalvpal alms will be to insti}l Into the umpires a spirit
| of peace and discretionsYou ask me whether | belleve in at once disciplin.
‘| ing: the player, immediately on receipt of umpire'sistatement of the facts In

adduce som¢ reason to show why | am.opposed to the general practice em
| ball field. In the first place, | was 3.ball player myself and naturally believe
‘| class of mien, and thig thought should be considered in.all dealings with them.

| In the nd place; one of the - 4
CARDINAL PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE

‘1s that. ery man should have an. opportunity to-be heard, to nt his
side of the case, If.the player is guilty of the charges submitted the um-

'| discipline can be served Just as well by sufpending the player some days
‘| after the . viclation has ocourred, and ail the evidence received and investi-
‘| gatad, as by immediate suspension folldwing the report of tho umpire. Then
{there Is_another view of the question, namely, that the club owner s really
| the . one. who suffers most. by a player's suspension, If we fine the player,
| tfue he may loose a small sum as a:result of his infraction of the rules, and
‘| his salary goes on while he I out of the|game. But his absence weakens tha|
‘| team and-in the long run.the club Is-the real sufferer. Therefore, if the el
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M'\'cit’ ‘Colored I, the. public, no doubt, will be greafly interested in|

able. | have seen arguments on the fleld where | considered |
.on the part of the umpire, who frequently uses his authority in an arbitrary ‘
| the case. | could answer that question. with ons word, but | am going te|

‘| ployed in meting out punishment to players for offenses committed on the).

in_them as a olass. As a rule Yoy are reasonable, honorable, cleandiving |.

pire-and has nqg reasonable defense, 'the ends of justice and the morale of |
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fect.of discipline carny be preserved and at the same tifie the Interest of tHe
! :mw'“wdm < 'S.‘m“ li::“ reason why such cases should not be condderzd
1in the most lenient attitude possible, and by all mzans.obtain the. facts in
| the mm-mudu NM the player is ‘punished ‘bx_w.tpcmlmj. S
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