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THE PEKIN CHAMPIONS HEARD |
FROM. °

————

Will Push For The Chémplogship. Of
Ohio, Indiana Sprudels! y

. 4 . K i
CINCINNATI O—Manager Connelly
"of the I'ekin f‘htmp!onk sny8 che will
push  West Baden Sprudels for the
honor-of the thrﬂe st:ates, Ohlo, Indi-
ana and Kentucky., Mro Connelly de-
serves quuch ceredit fn getting togeth-
.fr a fast bunch of younosters, whn
really play ball. After getting off to
bad start this season they came to the
front llke champions. Manager Cors-’
neliv is still .hoping for the time to
come when. he will give those A B
‘'z a lacing. ITad the team: been in
ood shape, when they met the A, B
C.'s last sensnn it would have bN-n_:\

rdifferent story
SPRUDELS OPEN SEASON

W I‘.‘S’I‘ B ADEN, [Ind —-—'I‘ho West
Bagen Sprudels oponnd their park last
Sunday with the College IHill- team of
Cine lnnatl to .m enormous . crow:l,

Score: . o
(‘ollege I __1 00000000 n.__1 : 1
Sprudels ... 201 60020 *—46 5

. Batterles—I[ill and ¥ anks Willlams
and O'Neil.
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RED UNION GIANTS DEFEAT.

. MEMPHIS EAGLES—A SNAP-
PY GAME. - .

L

MEMDPHIS, Tenn.—The Red TUnion
Giiants defeated the fast “Memnhis
lazlew” at IKlondyke Park Faster Sun-
day afternoon, 15 to 1. Although the
score don’t ‘show ft, the game wis re-
plete with some flashy' and sensotional
flelding. There were many features
including “the pltching - of Goondman,
and catehing of Bicby and the fielding

and hitting of Clark, Steward,. Wil-1{

liams, Mathews and Young were: sen-
sational. White and Mc¢Rnae played
their usual game for Glants.

caught a nice game for the Ilagles.
Balls and Skeeter MMonk did the fleld-
|ing - and hittlng hLiohors, The Giants
would like to arrange dates north with
Calro,; Louisville, Muncie, INvansville
| and othcer citles on their tour. '

‘ WM., SCOTT, Manager.

Cobb, formerly with Mest Baklen“

|
i
|

+

l
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BASEBALL AND THE NEGRO.

Good Pla);ers Being Developed—Salary
- Not in Keeping., :

Thix Is my ma!den’ effort at writing
for the newspapers, atid the-only ex-

cuse I have to offér for intruding upon:

the spmt writer's  lucrative pastime is

that it is done at the request of The !

Freeman. This, at the same time con-
stitutes my apology to them for In-
vading their territory. T have reluct-
antly consented to contribute this lit-
tle mite.-to this number.

in defense of myself it is. well to
state. in the outset that T have direct-
cd whatever I might. know of baseball
to the handling of ball clubs and the
training of young players and not to
writing articles on the great pastime,
preferring to leave that fleld entirely
to. the zealous and jealous sport writ-

crs on the bix -colored weeklies., ILike

the sport writers of the other race,
they do not like 'an invasion of their

territory, *nor the -assumption, of any |

ol their prerogatives.
“ Negroes Handleapped,,

‘The Negroes, as Is well known, can
not enter the present syvstem of organs
ized baseball.  The Indians, lmlx'um.
Cubans, Chmose...l:in.mow and every-
body «¢lse exeept the Ethioptans are
extended an invitation and a fat salary
if they can only make good in organs
ized baschball, ‘There arc many men of
various natienalities today drawing

|
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salaries larger than that of a United
Stiates Senator, playving under the pro-|
tection of the “Natlonal .-\g'l'ecmont,"‘
though far outcelassed by many ISthio-
pians in every department of the game. ;

Whatever may be the. qualitieations
nf the Negro, or however well known
the fact of those gualitications might
be, the Negro is out of the present SyS-
temn of organized. baseball, and aceord-
lng to the present indieations, he is
out to stay. “Merely proving ability to
muster the intricate plays of the gane
does not svmu to be i wedgre h\' which.
the Negro can pry (hv sate of organ-
ized basolmll open.

AMWhat s the remedy?  Answer: A
leawnue composedy entirely of 0 Negro
clubs, manned by Negro manigers.

It has been clearly demonstrated to
the minds of both the white baseball
cerities and the gzeneral populace of tlxls
entire country that the Negro is “there™
Loth as a plavor and manager. W here-
in has he failed? one would ask. .

His X ullure,

"1e has f\lled as an organizer. There
Is a peculiar prejudice that we have
to go awainst that is no ttrue of any
other people. We do not mean to ar-
wuae that by maintalning an organized
league of Negroes, a wedge would be
made by which we could enter. the
ranks of orgunlzm! bascball. 1 do be-
lHeve that by *‘so dolng our chances
would be better. than they are now.
It i< always the fellow who Is dolng
zomethlng that m,n get soniething to
0.

Our players arce not developed to the
highest point for the rcason that there
are no strings tied  to thcm through
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¢ I. TAYLOR, MANAGER OF THE A.
3. C. BASEBALL CLUB.
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organization, and if a manager pins
.down on a player in order that he
might get out of him the possibilitios
he thinks he sees, that player Is apt
to jump to some other club where he
thinks it is possible, whether It be
truc or not, for- him. to idle around,
where there is not so much practice
and no such rigid discipline.

The writer has had players in whom
{t he believed he saw great possibilities,
and yet these-same players, in many
instances, have suddenly shown a burn-
ing desire to jump to some other team
where she manager would allow them-
ajl kinds of privileges detrtmental to
a ball plaver.  His so doing has per-’
haps robbed the race of many a Ty
Coblb or a Mathewson, Organized base-
ball only can prevent these .losses to
the great game, :

An Advertising Game.

~ Organized baseball is a great adver-
ticing agoencey or the city so fortunate
as {o own a franchise. And, too, speeclal
pride is created in the fans toward the
home club, not known to fans of inde-
peadent ball. Thdélover of the game
wants to see his home club fighting for
a position. e wiants to see his club’s’
standing in the percentage columns of
the daily papers. lHe is pnxious to fol-
low. through the press dispatches, the
doings ol his club while on a long road
trigf.  Ile 'is .just as .intcrested in it
awhen the team is away front home as
when it {4 .playing on its own grounds.

And then, he  gladly “welcomes- the
team home in_a streteh of fifteen or
cichteen games, where he is seen each
afternoon when the umplre calls, “play
ball.® This. and nothing else, will
tring about the recognition of the
Negro ball player. his abtlity. and an
invitation into the .ranks of the pres-
ent system - of organized baseball.
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The Prescat Systeni.

" Under the system which we are play-
ing at the present, neither the players,
managers, nor fans have any protec-
tion. Playvers can and do Jjump from
limb to limb during a single scason,
until they have worn os many different
nniformts as they ought to wear in a
lifetime. It is a common oceurrence
fur a manager to take his team to 2
town for a series of games. and leave
the town chort of frony one to €ix plgy-
ers, sald plavers either having sigped
up with the locial club or “got styck
on a woman.” . .

Yot ‘many seasons ago the -writer,
while managing a -certain téam, had
on one occagion a very tmportant series
of mames ta. play. As is my custom,
on the day before the series was to be-
gin, I assembled the cludb in a meeting
and discussed the importance of the
'ceriés and how necessary it was for us
to win it. giving them some polnts
with reference to the strength of the
!onpnsition team. and what would be the
“duty of each membheér of the team. not
?hnl}' on the ball field, but in caring
:an his physical -being during this spe-
ciAl series. I advised that no member

of the team should take any intoxicat-
ing drinks, and I further urged them
to retire- carly, not later than 10:30
Ip.-m. What would you Suppose hap-
pened? . : -

It might be well to state just here,
however, that it ought to be the desire
of every ball player to give the begt
service of which he is capable., and es-
peptally, so on tmportant  speclal occa-
sions. Rube Waddell was never loved
by the fans of Philadelphia after he
left Connie Mack without- his services,
and a worthy antagonist of Mathewson
back in the middle of the it decade
as before, he let the mahiager and the
fans down in a pinch. Waddell never
stopped falling from that date.

Now, back to-my story. This is what

1227 Washington St. NE Minneapolis, MN 55413 e telephone: 612-325-7815 e johndonaldson.bravehost.com

P A G E 7



happened. The next-morning at 5 a.
m. 1 went to lhc rooin Ot Q:lch plﬂ}'el‘,
'so as to be sure of their physical fit-
( ness for the opening Iray. 1 found to
ymy  surprise and chagrin that three
of my best plavers hiad spent the night
elsewhere than in- thelr reoms. In-
cluded among these night marauders
was the man [ had scheduled to pitch
the opening game. OF course, I put out
to hunt them up. Two I never saw at
all until dme to don-our unifarms for
the great opening guame of this impor-

ant series, but I ran gceross the pitcher
about 7:30 a. m. in a saloon taking a
zlass of bheer. He looked every bit "an
all night marauder.” His sunken eyves,
high cheeks and trembling soicde te-
spolke his utter untitness for the task 1
had allotted "him for that day. | _ |
~ What did T do? Welll 1t ean be im-
argined that I wasz a very much dis-
rusted man and upon reprimanding the
player, he quit the team. He was in a
better condition-than any other piteher
on the team, too, harring that spree,

My sole reason for relating this un-
pleasxant eplsode is to show that .my
handg were ticd and there wis no way
for me to mete out the punishment
requisite for the offense, which would
huave been afforded in organized base-
ball, A league, with yules and repgula-
tions. that can be enforcedy is the only
remedy, . . :
Protection to Players,

'layvers as well as the fans will hail
the coming of the l.eague in that thev
will not only zet larger salaries, but
they will be In a position tg demand
Cthelr pay by a given law, ‘ .
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Patrons PPrutected,

Protection, through the organization
of 4 Negro league will come to the
theusands of patrons of the presoent
Tday . independent coloral teapms, in that
they will not Ol See a0 specticle, but
a contest, when they jJourney to the
park. : T TAYLORL, -

: Megr, AL B, Cls,

'~

. et e i . ~ ey

BASE BALL DIRECTORY.

Managers Can  Arrange . Games
Through This Medium,.

The TFreeman wants the names of
managers, of all independent teams,
white and colored, and will earry same
In the-above directory for tho comlm,
seagon for $£1.00. :

White Sox—I. C. Dickens, Mgr..
[,nni’svillg. Ky. . -

Ned Union Giants, Wm. Scott, Mgr.,
115 S. 4th SC,.Memphis, Tenn, -

Cairo Glants—C. O. Ow=nsg, Mng,, 4104
Commercial A\'c.. Cairo, Ti.

'Wh‘ltolov Stone Walls—J. Boyd, Sec-
retary, :15 'S. Walnut St \iuncio Ind.

Indianapolis Freeman, Indianapolis, IN

Saturday, April 18, 1914, Page 7, Columns 2 to 5
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