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COLORED PLAY¥ERS SHOULD DE-
VELOP BATTING AND GIVE LESS
ATTENTION TO PITCHING
AND FIELDING.

A——— F |

By David Wyatt.

The Los Angeles Trilbys (cglored):’
are taking part in some great \winter
contests on the coast. They were re.i.
cently defeated by the Shamrocks|:
{(white), of that city, by the score of{
o o 0.

“Cyclone™ Joe, one of the pitchers
upon the staft of the Chicago Giants,|
played first base In the game, and had|
‘{the unique record of ome putout in!
cight Innings. 'This is probably ac-
‘| counted for through the great pitching

of Langford, who struck out twelve:
batfers. Seven putouts went to short,
ofie to the pitcher, one to first, leaving
but three balls to go to the outficld.
Managers should watch his perform-|
ance in the future., Four hits were
miade off each pitcher, and the oppos-
ling twirler found eleven of the dark
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skins.
There was only one error on the
part of the colored lads, which shows
good fielding, as the assists were plen-
tiful. This Iatter fact would make it
appear that pitching and fielding are
being developed more rapidly than
batting. This Is quite often the case
with colored teams. they seem to fency,
the fielding part of the game, and will|
practice for hours to perfect the samne,
but they give but a scant amwount of
ailtgntlon to the dgvelopment of bat-
ting. ‘v
teamns are good fielders, but how many
come up to the standard in batting?
The Leland Glants wcre perhaps the
greatest batting aggregation of colorl
that we have yet seen, still their rec-
ord in the City League is not so im-}
pressive when you consider the class

of pitchers they, were facing, [ say
this because this club had the cholce
of the best material in the whole coun.
try, and it is a welllknown fact thatf
the equal of some .of thelr batsmene isl
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hard to find in the semi-pro. ranks;i
still thelr best'batsmen were led by
men who never could reach the big
leamucs, and others who had been dis-|
carded. We.will have to do better in
order to rank with the select class of
bic hitters.

The poor batting ability shown by
«ome Of our teams is broucht about
through various causes, some of which
I will attemipt to name. We do not
have the opportunity to firce hizh class
pitehing day by day, and this is one 0[:
the best things in the business to In-d
crease one’s ability as a batsman, The!
pitchers we face are nothing more;
than amateurs or a lot of passed up|
old leacuers playving =emi-pro. ball.
and their offering is usually found
with such an amount of ecase that lti
causes @ great slump in thinking,!
ficuring or guessing. QOccasionally we
meet o bhig league star, but it is fipon
a rare occasion when he sends udp his
best goods; he is always supportell by'
ay mixed aggregation of inférior abil-

1ity, of \\‘zich high-class playing and:

inmde bhaseball is an enigma; thcre-
fore, bhatting averages obtained in]
such contests are no criterion upon|

W hlch to Judge ]i
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We can not afford to carry mans!.
eatra plavers, and when the re'.:ular:J
o out for the warming up process!
you will find nothing left upon thel
bench but pitchers and a sub catcher.
Pitchers are not supposed to get outy
and run down batted balls,7as their|.
time is consumed in warming up, as!
sonie managers select their slab artist
L for the day according to the warm-up |
or other cjrcumstances which may;}
trise. This leaves a dearth of ball
chasers, as the regulars are supposed
to have batting practicé before field |
practice takes place. As there are no
available ball chasers, our boys as a
rule resort to batting lightly tossed
balls in front of the stands. This is a

o

-

-| bad thing for the eye, and nothing can
be gained from {t. In semi-pro. ball
the spectators are ‘constantly in dan-}:
ger of injury, which makes it neces-
. saryv for the balls to be tapped lightly, |
which is not even zood bunting prac-{!
tice. One should practice batting the}
.+ kind of pitching that he is most Hkely |!
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to encounter in all games, and he
should put as much life and energy in
such work as if he were actualy In the
real contest. The pitchers should do
the same., This will benefit both.

A bad mistake amongst our players
is this: ' The pitchers, if throwing up
;balls to the plate, are again%t the idea
(of team-mates hitting him all over the
let. and the batters in turn are against
the idea of being stiuck out by the
pitchers. These things have brought
out many a kidding match which has
lupon numerous occasions developed
into stiong envy and hatred, which
'often ruins the discipline of the team
and serves to break up strong inside
playjng and team work. To avoid
these offensive features of baseball,
colored pitchers are seldom- called
upon to deliver balls to the batsmen
for practice.” Each of these mistaken
ideas has its functions, all of which
help to hold down the development of
Latting. ©

4

N e s bl s s — el e nd Bt i b D i S et AN P _d4 N

- . Stk

2539 Oriole Lane, New Brighton, MN 55112 e telephone: 612-325-7815 e johndonaldson.bravehost.com

P A G E 5



